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It’s been a busy week and weekend, with the Christmas Tree festival, a WI craft evening, late night opening on Friday when they switched on the Christmas lights in Castle Donington, and another Craft Fair on Saturday in the Church hall.

Thanks again to those of you who made sheep and/or shepherds for my tree. Here’s a snapshot of the result.  And for those of you who are wondering, yes the white garlands are made with the white Can Can Glitz, knitted with just 2 sts per row. Very effective! 
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The piles of scarf yarns are beginning to go down, but fret not – we are expecting some more of the really popular colours in the Rico range to be delivered in the next few days.  Rico have also just produced another new chunky yarn – Galaxy -  with 6 colourful shades. The yarn has tiny sequins spun into it, so it produces a very classy effect. Gail has just arrived with a lovely shoulder wrap made out of just one ball. 
Have you finished your Christmas present shopping yet?  We have some nice work boxes which are ideal for people, children and adults, who are just beginning to have a go at making things themselves. And we also sell the useful items to go into a work box – pins, needles, sewing thread, scissors . . . and the KnitPro set of Symphonie Rose crochet hooks embellished with Swarovski crystals is still sitting on the counter!
The calendar of workshops for 2012 is coming together. Unless otherwise stated all workshops are 10.00 – 4.00pm, and include a sumptuous lunch, and refreshments through the day. Full details on the website.
28th January - Winter playtime! A half-day workshop (10.00 – 1.00) in which you can try out a small project using yarn of your choice from the shop, up to the value of £15. A chance to sample some of the lovely yarns you might not normally buy for bigger projects.

18th February - Professional Finishing - with Emma King, looking at how to put the best finishing touches to your precious hand-knits. 

3rd March - An introduction to spindling - with Sue Routledge which will introduce you to the skills and terminology using a drop spindle, and give you an insight into the basis of all yarns.

17th March Introduction to crochet – Get ready for summery creations with a hook.

28th April Knitted Bunting - with Emma King. There’ll be lots of bunting around in 2012, so try making your own!
23rd June 10 Fun with Stripes –  with Emma King. This would be a good workshop for newish knitters who want to try working with more than one colour, and a fun day for experienced knitters
21st July Professional Finishing – with Emma King.  A repeat of this ever-popular workshop
17th Nov Christmas gifts and decorations – with Emma King. Lots of ideas, and learn new techniques
Please note the following dates over Christmas and the New Year

Saturday 24th – Wednesday 28th December CLOSED

Thursday 29th and Friday 30th December – OPEN AS USUAL

Saturday 31st December and Monday 2nd January CLOSED

OPEN AS NORMAL FROM 3rd January onwards
May we wish you a very happy Christmas, and a warm and productive New Year. See you again soon, we hope.  

Sue, Chris and Gail (and Toby the dog!)
