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It’s still c-c-c-cold out there, and still a good time for getting the needles out and knitting something warm for the next month or two.  Having said last month I wouldn’t be getting anymore of the Rico Pompon, I changed my mind and got some more – which is going fast again.  I still have some of the fabulous Turquoise-Gold shade, and Aqua, Berry, Red, Caramel, and Grey, but probably won’t be re-stocking again for the time being.
I have been tempted yet again by some of the lovely new yarns coming out, and new shades of standard yarns.  I have just recently added to my stock  Rowan Lima; Araucania Ranco Multy , a 4-ply sock yarn which also makes some lovely garments, as does Wendy ‘Happy’.  On the back of Sirdar’s success with Crofter, they have now brought out Baby Crofter, which knits the same as Snuggly DK, but gives automatic fair-isle patterns.  There are also some new shades and patterns in Sirdar Tiny Tots.
I have the new spring/summer Rowan magazine 47 and also their 3 new publications - ‘Kids’, 19 designs by Sarah Hatton and Lisa Richardson for 5 to 12 years; 
‘Summer Crochet’, 12 designs for women using Siena and Cotton Glace by Marie Wallin; and ‘the purelife recycled collection’ to go with the new yarn ‘Revive’ which is a mixture of recycled cotton, recycled viscose and recycled silk. As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, Rowan’s prices have gone up from the 1st January, but I shall be holding down the cost of existing stock to last year’s prices until the end of March
We had an excellent Workshop ‘Knitting with Texture’ with Emma King at the end of January, and ‘Learn to Knit’ with Erica Pask this month; there are still a couple of places for ‘Professional Finishing’ Emma King on 20th March; and I have just booked Emma for ‘Knitting with Colour’ on September 4th, and ‘Knitted Handwarmers’ on November 6th.  More details on the website or from the shop.
I am holding another ‘Learn the basics of crochet’ class on Weds afternoons in March, so come along if you haven’t yet mastered what is basically quite a simple but very decorative craft.  It’s very ‘in’ at the moment! 

To my wide variety of accessories, buttons, ribbons, etc I have just added a selection of very pretty stitch markers, made by Lucy Herlihy-Starr of Fullalove Design. They are made with silver or gold-plated wire, and a variety of beads.  Just £2.99 for a card of 4.  Lucy lives here in the village, and has agreed to do a jewellery-making class here on 3 Thursday mornings in May, and hopefully a wire crochet workshop on a Saturday in June. More details when they are finalized on the website, and in the shop.
I won’t take up any more of your knitting time, and hope to see you again soon. 

Happy Knitting!
Sue Forshaw
